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Just when | thought that there were no new places to see in the tri-county area, Ron Ingles
and Barbara McCalister came up with a new place- Aquaco Fish Farm. You wouldn’t think
that a fish farm would be a good business in a state surrounded by water, but this farm has a
niche. It grows Pompano. This is a fish that is seasonal in the area, and as a result, much of
the year, there is none available, so this makes the fish farm a perfect solution for the restau-
rant industry. See a story about this further in the newsletter.

You may remember days gone by of Cracker Tours and Hot August night tours, and this year
Mike And Sandee Searle introduce the ARTS tour. Our destination will be Lakeland, Florida
including a trip to the Publix headquarters for dinner and a show. | was in Lakeland a few
years back and visited my friend Randy who has his own personal junkyard on a few acres of
land. Maybe if time allows we can view his treasures.

With the intent of the tour being an opportunity to drive our classics, there is always that
gnawing concern of being stranded. Its typical human nature, as | remember driving these
cars in the early 80’s all over the state, and they were in far worse condition due to limited re-
sources, and breaking down never seemed to be a concern. We were either lucky, stupid, or
a combination of both. There have been a couple of last minute cancellations, so if you are
feeling spontaneous, please contact Sandee immediately at 772.285.7216.

Continued on next page...



Prez Says continued

If you are a fan of attending car shows, then these next few months is an opportunity
to get your fill. The one | will be focusing on is on November 13 in Lake Park. This is a
show that Mike Scott had put on for many years at the Dreher Park Zoo grounds in
West Palm Beach. This goes back to the 80’s and 90s’ when finding a car show to at-
tend was nearly impossible. Some of you might remember Mike- He was also known
as “The Striper”. Apart from being a striper, he was also an artist and had done many
auto related paintings.

The show moved to Lake Park sometime around 20067 Unfortunately Mike passed
away earlier in the year, so this show will be a memorial to him, and his widow Steph-
anie (Stevie) will be handling it. She managed it last year, and it had a nice turnout
despite competing with other nearby shows. This year | think it will be much bigger.
I’m not sure, but | think that the Town of Lake Park also has their Veterans day parade
on the same day just down the street.

Coming up soon is our November general meeting where we will vote on our new
slate of officers. But besides just voting, | suggest that you do a little dieting before-
hand as the lItalian fare will be cooked by Charlene Dahle. | remember her doing this
a few years back, and it was quite a memorable feast.

See you at the meeting
Andre’

Membership Renewals Coming Up!
Renewal forms have been sent via email to all TCVCC members.
You should renew your AACA membership using the form in-
cluded in your monthly magazine or online.
You can also download our renewal form from our website.
Advertising renewals will also be going out soon and due be-
fore the 1st of the year.




Secretary’s Report

Treasure Coast Vintage Car Club
General Membership Meeting , October 23rd, 2022

What a unique tour we had this month! The club was treated to a pri-
vate tour of Aquaco, a Pompano fish farm located in Fort Pierce. If you
could not attend, | encourage you to check out their website at
www.aquaco.com and learn more about this fascinating industry in our
backyard. After the tour, we all headed over to Island Beach Bar Res-
taurant for lunch.

The meeting was called to order at 12:47 p.m.

President Andre Rayman welcomed new members and guests.
Secretary: Rosemary Rayman reported that the minutes from last month are in the
newsletter. Please contact her with any questions.

Treasurer: Sandee Searle was not in attendance. Her report is postponed to next
month.

Editor Sally Franklin was not in attendance. Her report is postponed to next month.
Membership: Marie Flaherty reported the club received 5 new members from the
COOL Show, and several are with us today.

Club Store Barbara Joyce was not in attendance. Her report is postponed to next
month

Events: Denny Dahle presented his report on upcoming events. Details will be in the
newsletter and on the website. Those interested in participating in the Stuart Veterans’
Day Parade should contact Denny as soon as possible.

Tours: Sandee and Mike Searle were not in attendance. President Andre Rayman re-
minded everyone that the tour is scheduled for Nov 4-6. The tour will be in the Lake-
land area. Contact Sandee if you would like to attend.

Cool Show Co-chairs Sally Franklin and Barbara Joyce were not in attendance. Their
report is postponed to next month. Several club members commented on how well-
received the show was and positive feedback from attendees. There were 103 cars.
Sunshine: Ann Ridle reported she sent get-well cards to Dave Brown and Frank LoV-
erso.

Sergeant at Arms: Bob Sees was not in attendance. His report is postponed to next
month.

New Business: President Andre Rayman reported that the nominating committee has
completed their roster of candidates and it will be printed in the newsletter. If you are
interested in running for a Board position, please contact Mike Searle. Voting and in-
stallation will take place at the November General Membership meeting.

Next month's General Membership Meeting will be hosted by Sally Franklin and Larry
Atkins. Details will be in the newsletter.

The club members thanked Barbara McCalister and Ron Ingles for hosting today’s
meeting.

Adjourned: 1:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Rosemary Rayman, Secretary
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TCVCC 2023 Proposed Slate of
Orfficers and Directors

To all TCVCC Members:

Please review the 2023 Proposed Board of Directors and Slate of Officers below and
be prepared to vote or make alternative nominations at the November General Club

Meeting.. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact our Club President,
Andre Rayman.

President: Sally Franklin
1*! Vice President: Bob Ridle

2" Vice President/Membership: Ann Ridle
Secretary: Jo Ann Smith
Treasurer: Barbara Joyce
Sargeant At Arms: Bob Sees
Chair: Andre Rayman

Directors ((1-Year Term) (remaining)
John DelLisa

Ron Ingles

Marney McKee

Directors (2-Year Term)
Scott Bean

Denny Dahle

Linda Bollman

Nominating Committee 2023: Mike Searle, Sandee Searle, Jay Smith, Jo Ann Smith




AACA Events

Chickasha Swap Meet—December 15

Sponsor: Okie Region AACA Contact: Candace Smith - 405-224-

6552; www.chickashaautoswapmeet.com The Chickasha Swap Meet is the largest and longest
running Auto Swap Meet in Oklahoma held on 20 acres (approx) at 712 East Choctaw Avenue
Chickasha, OK 73018. Anything auto related can be found for all makes and models. Many
parts and accessories for classics-antiques-street

2023 Winter Nationals —January 26-28

Location: Gold Coast Railroad Museum, Miami, Fl. Sponsored by the South Florida Region,
Located approximately four miles from the show field are all the hotels as well as The Wings
over Miami Air Museum. You can enjoy our cultural diversity by sampling foods from Cuba,
the Caribbean, the Americas, Europe and the Far East from one of the many gourmet and eth-
nic restaurants in the general vicinity.

Indian River Region AACA 44th Annual Antique Auto Show—March 18

Sponsor: Indian River Region AACA Location: Riverside Park, Vero Beach, FL For addition-
al information, contact Bill Maule at (772) 584-1842 or go to our website at http://
indianriver.aaca.com Vero Beach’s Oldest and Largest Antique Car Show celebrates its 44th
Anniversary on Saturday March 18, 2023. Please join us for the show!! Vero Beach, FL The

44th
For more information, visit the AACA website at Upcoming Events » AACA National Calendar » — An-
tigue Automobile Club of America

@)
ANTIQUE Automosite Clus



https://aaca.org/event/chickasha-swap-meet/
https://aaca.org/event/odma-historic-virginia-tour/
https://aaca.org/event/indian-river-region-aaca-44th-annual-antique-auto-show/
https://aaca.org/events/category/aaca-national-calendar/
https://aaca.org/events/category/aaca-national-calendar/

Sunshine & Happenings

SUNSHINE REPORT

Get well cards were sent to Dave Brown, Frank LoVerso, Bob Lambert, & Richie Ar-

none.

Please pass on information to Ann Ridle: email: ahr3206@yverizon.net phone 540-255
-6181. Let me know so we can shine some Sunshine for our club members.

November 20th General Club Meeting
& Annual Election

The November meeting will be at the Vince Bocchino
Community Center in Langford Park, 2369 NE Dixie
Hwy, Jensen Beach. The meeting will start at 12 Noon.

This will be a semi pot luck dinner, with the main Ital-
ian courses provided by a special guest chef and your
hosts. (don’t worry, I’'m not cooking anything!).

| will send out a separate letter with a list of items we
would like each of you to bring.

Please RSVP to Sally Franklin by text or phone: 314-324
-5192 by noon on November 17th.

Mark Your Calendar
Saturday, December 3rd, 8:00 AM to 2:00 PM.

"Built Not Bought" Car Show. McKees37, 7744 Jack
James Drive, Stuart, FL 34997. Registration is 8:00 AM
to 10:00 AM. Judging at 10:00 AM. $25 registration
fee. Awards at 2:00 PM. Do you think your multi-year
owner-built vehicle is the baddest on the treasure
coast? Four foot Best in Show trophy. Three foot 2nd
place. Silver Chalice Entrants Choice & 3 Outstanding
Vehicle Plaques. Preferred parking for show cars. All
others welcome. Photo documentation of your build is
highly recommended. Partial proceeds to St Judes
Children's Hospital. Show contact is: Denny Dahle,
772-237-9755 or kodaO6@bellsouth.net.

2022 TCVCC
OFFICEDS & DIREC-
TORS

PRESIDENT
Andre Rayman

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT
Bob Ridle
SECOND VP / MEMBERSHIP
Marie Flaherty

SECRETARY
Rosemary Rayman

TREASURER
Sandee Searle

SGT. AT ARMS
Bob Sees

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
Jo Ann Smith

DIRECTORS
Linda Bollman (1 yr.)
Sally Franklin (1 yr.)

Barb Joyce (1 yr.)

John Delisa (2 yrs.)

Ron Ingles (2 yrs.)
Marney McKee (2 yrs.)

VINTACE TIMES

A publication of
The Treasure Coast Region
Antique Automobile Club of
America (AACA). Online:
www.treasurecoast.aaca.com

Editor: Sally Franklin
sfranklin_2000@yahoo.com

Advertising:

Business card display 3 1/2 x 2
Members only: $50 per year
Furnish Business Card or File

Classified ads 50 wds. max.
Members: No charge

Non Members $20 per issue
Submit copy via email Or MS
Word Doc All ads are for one
month and must be renewed
and/or revised each month.
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Sponsors & Classified Ads

Like Old Club Pictures?

Here is the link that has pictures going back to 2003
(so far), and will be expanding in the future.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/135383894@N05/albums/
with/72157661067140746

Save this link on your computer and you can pull up
pictures from years gone by, anytime you want.

Visit our new website by clicking on
the link below. Be sure to save the
site to your favorites so you can
get there easily.

Treasurecoast. AACA

Scott MacGillivray
772-215-3512

Coastal Real Estate
Professionals

Sandy Newman Prmtmg 00lor Business Cards
. sandran@budgetgraphiccom  Gar Magnets, Signs & Banners

Engraved Personalized Keepsakes
Plaques,Trophies & Awards
Color Copies and much more...

1978 SW Bayshore Bivd. ¢ Port Si Lucle FL 34984
Tel: 772-879-0048 © Fax: 772-879-6762

‘kASSET ADVISORY SERVICES

The Retirement Planning Specialists

Curtis S. Francisco, CFP®, AIF®

President
THREE PALMS CENTER
2141 Alt. A1A South, Suite 310 « Jupiter, Florida 33477
Ph: 561-747-9550 Fx: 561-747-9622
curtfran@assetadvisoryservices.com

Securities and Advisory Services Offered Through Commonwealth Financial Network®
Member FINRA/SIPC, a Registered Investment Adviser

Club member Frank Lo Verso has a secret life as
a rock star! If you need a great band for one of
your functions, cgntact him at 561-252-3604

RAYMOND JAMES”®

MARNEY McKEE, CFP®
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™
Financial Advisor

PETER SILCOX, CFP*CPM?*
Sr. Vice President-Investments
Managing Director

309 SE Osceola St. Suite 309 Stuart, FL 34994
772-223-3580

www.peterhsilcox.com

Raymond James & Associates, Inc. Member New York Stock Exchange/SIFC



https://www.flickr.com/photos/135383894@N05/albums/with/72157661067140746
https://www.flickr.com/photos/135383894@N05/albums/with/72157661067140746
https://treasurecoast.aaca.com/

Upcoming Events

EVENTS FOR OCTOBER 2022 (Curtesy of Bob Crow)

Friday, November 4th, 7:30 AM gathering for 8:00 AM departure. "Dream Flights" antique/classic car
parade and escort. 125 NW Jensen Beach Blvd, Jensen Beach, FL 34957. Three veterans will
proceed from Grand Oaks assisted living center located at Jensen Beach Blvd and Green River Pkwy
to the Grand Oaks facility in Palm City (3550 sw Corporate Pkwy) where 3 more veterans will join the
parade and then proceed to Witham Field to participate in Dream Flights for veterans. Organizers
would like a strong showing of vintage/collector cars for the event and have requested a police escort
from the Martin County Sheriff's office. Vehicles should be in place no later than 7:40 am at the Jen-
sen Beach location (125 NW Jensen Beach Blvd, Jensen Beach, FL 34957) for an 8 am departure.

Friday, November 4th, 4:30 PM until? Sonic Drive-In Car Enthusiast drop-in. 3177 NW Federal Hwy,
Jensen Beach, FL 34957. Nothing formal. Just a good time. Meets weather permitting. Free sun-
dae with your purchase. Contact is Mike Gelter, 772-485-0162 (every Friday)

Friday, November 4th, 5:30 to 8:30 PM. Brass Monkey Cruise-in. 7781 Lake Worth Road, Lake
Worth, FL 33467. Free admission. Hosted by Donnie, Betty and Carlos. Music by DJs Donnie &
Carlos. Food discount inside the restaurant for cruisers every day (!) Info: 561-968-9559 or Carlos
772-528-4247 (1st Fridays)

Saturday, November 5th, 8:00 AM to 10:00 AM. McKees 37 HQ Cars and Coffee. 7744 Jack James
Drive, Stuart, FL 34997. Free admission. Car Care Tech Tips and, product demonstrations by Nick
Rutter. Music, tent sales, discounts and factory tours. Coffee, donuts and pastries. (1st Saturdays)

Saturday, November 5th, 4:30 PM to 6:00 PM. Informal Car Enthusiast Meet-up in the

park underneath the EAST Jensen Beach Causeway. Address is: NE Causeway Blvd., Jensen
Beach, FL 34957. From the mainland drive OVER the bridge/causeway. On the downside make the
first hard right turn and drive through the parking lot. Lots of shade and cool breezes coming across
the water. Bring a cooler, chair and relax... Restrooms in West section of park. Weather permitting
of coursse. Contact is Bob Crow, 772-359-4822.

Sunday, November 6th, 8:00 AM to Noon. Palm Beach Outlets Cars and Coffee. The BIG one. Use
[-95, exit 71 and head east to the mall entrance. Address for your GPS/Phone is: 1751 Palm Beach
Lakes Blvd., West Palm Beach, FL 33401. $10 to display a vehicle. Gates open at 7:00 AM. Specta-
tors are free. Expect over 1000 cars... Restrooms open all morning in food court. Mall shopping
opens at 11:00 AM.

Sunday, November 6th, 8:00 AM to 10:00 AM. Googan Coffee Shop Cars and Coffee. 1917 NW Fed-
eral Hwy, Stuart, Florida 34994. Bring a classic car and get a free 12 oz coffee and 20% off of menu
items. Management advises that there is plenty of parking. Web site: https://googancoffee.com (1st
Sundays)

Sunday, November 6th, 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM. Wildwood Antique Mall 5th Anniversary Car Show, 720
South US Highway 1, Vero Beach, FL 32962. Setup at 8:00 AM. $10 pre-registration, $15 day of
show. Rain or shine. Covered walkway. To pre-register, send your first and last name, mailing ad-
dress, club affiliation (if any), phone number, email, make model and year of car, plus a check for
$10 to the show address above. Presented by the Indian River Region AACA. Contact John

at: stingrayjohnny@hotmail.com for more information.



https://googancoffee.com/
mailto:stingrayjohnny@hotmail.com

Upcoming Events continued...

Sunday, November 6th, Noon to 4:00 PM. Dive Bar Benefit Car Show 318 US-1, Jupiter, FL
33477. Hosted by South East Classics. $10 entry. 50/50 & Food discounts. Open to all years,
makes and models. Contact is MaryAnn, maarnone@aol.com

Thursday, November 10th, 4:30 PM to 7:00 PM. Morningside Church Car Show, 2180 SE Morning-
side Blvd., Port St Lucie, FL 34952. Music, fun, fellowship and food trucks. Contact is: Jim Sunder-
wirth, 772-528-2707.

Friday, November 11th, 10:00 AM 2022 Stuart Veterans Day Parade. (Participants must arrive 9:00
AM for positioning). Go online at http://www.stuartparades.com to register. Last day to register is
Tuesday, Nov 1st! Christine 772-220-4127

Friday, November 11th, 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM. Symphony Assisted Living at Stuart Veterans Day
Car Show. 4900 SE Willoughby Blvd., Stuart, FL 34997. Open to all years, makes and mod-

els. Free lunch to all cruisers. Fun, trivia, music by Carlos and Friends. Brought to you by the
"NoName Car Club". Info: 772-528-4247 or email nonamecarclub@outlook.com.

Friday, November 11th, 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM. Veterans Day Car & Truck Show. Discovery Village at
Stuart, 2625 SE Cove Road, Stuart, FL 34997. Free event! All years, makes and models. Awards
for Best in Show, & Top 5. Food available. Proceeds donated to Honor Flight for Veterans. Music
by Carlos & Friends, 50/50, trivia & prizes. Contact email: nonamecarclub@outlook.com Info: 772-
528-4247.

Friday, November 11th, 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM. Brookdale Assisted Living 1st Annual Car

Show. 1700 NE Indian River Drive, Jensen Beach, FL 34957. Enter from the South end of the facili-
ty off of Indian River Drive. Show will be at the South end of the building. Free Hot dogs, chips &
drinks. Awards. Covered parking for early birds. Bathrooms inside. Right after the Stuart Veter-
ans Day Parade . Please attend & make the resident Veterans proud. Help Suzanne out to make
her 1st car show a success & share the car culture brotherhood. Contact is: Suzanne, 772-225-
1355.

Saturday, November 12th, 8:00 AM to 10:00 AM. Cars & Coffee @ Elliott Museum, 825 NE Ocean
Blvd., Stuart, FL 34996. Free event. $2 buys you unlimited coffee and danish. Sponsored by
McKees 37 and the Elliott Museum. Stuart Beach is nearby. (2nd Saturdays)

Saturday, November 12th, 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM. Sovana Independent Living Facility Car Show,
1900 NW Federal Hwy, Stuart, FL 34994. Open to the first 50 cars to register with Jim Ser-

ra, jimserral17@yahoo.com or 772-285-3320. Call or text. FREE lunch provided.

Sunday, November 13th, 8:30 AM to 10:30 AM. Valencia Car Car Club Cars and Coffee. Approxi-
mate address for your GPS/Phone is 662 SE Becker Road, Port St Lucie, FL 34984. Informal car
enthusiast gathering located in the parking lot between Dunkin Donuts and Bonefish Mac Grill. Wel-
coming all cruisers, not just the club. Point of contact is Jaime Stern, 516-849-8696 (2nd & 4th Sun-
days)

Sunday, November 13th, 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM. Vets Day Show and Celebration of Life for Mike Scott
(the pinstripe'r). Kelsey Park, 601 Federal Hwy, Lake Park, FL 33403. Open to all early and late
model vehicles. $20 Registration. 20+ classes with trophies. Mike Scott Memorial Award. For
more information, contact Stefanie Scott, 772-834-8028.


mailto:maarnone@aol.com
http://www.stuartparades.com/
mailto:nonamecarclub@outlook.com
mailto:nonamecarclub@outlook.com
mailto:jimserra117@yahoo.com
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Upcoming Events continued...

Thursday, November 17th, 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM. Sunlight Community Church Car Cruise-in, 477
SW Cashmere Blvd., Port St. Lucie, FL 34986. Open to all cool cars and trucks. Food drive

night. Please bring canned or dry foods to donate. Hosted by Holly and Moose. Music by Carlos
and Friends. 50/50, door prizes & food truck. Sponsored by Auto Zone and Sunrise Ford. Sunlight
Choice Award and Auto Zone Gift Award. Show contact is Holly Elliott, text 215-421-7410 or

email HollyNothol@yahoo.com or Carlos 772-528-4247 or email nonamecarclub@outlook.com (3rd

Thursdays October through May) * Please do not arrive before 5:30 PM because parents are picking
up their children from the church's after school program. *

Saturday, November 19th, 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM. RennTech Open House/lnaugural European per-
formance event. 7825 SW Elipse Way, Stuart, FL 34997. A morning of Dyno runs, presentations,
tech talk with engineers, technicians and performance enthusiasts. RSVP by November

11th to: marketing@renntechmercedes.com

Saturday, November 19th, 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM. First Annual Kane Center Car Show, 900 SE Sa-
lerno Rd., Stuart, FL 34997. This is a FREE show and lunch will be provided. However, you MUST
REGISTER as this show is only open to the first 70 cars. Music by Dennis Fano. Food trucks,
50/50, 3 trophies. Pre-register by phone/text at 772-285-3320 or via email

at jimserral17@yahoo.com.

Monday, November 21st, 5:00 PM to 8:00 PM. T/A Truck Stop Car Show. 8909 20th Street, Vero
Beach, FL 32996. (I-95 exit 147/Route 60) Hosted by the NoName Car Club. Music by Carlos &
Friends. 50/50. Free discount tickets for Vero Beach Travel Center food exchanges available at DJ
table. (3rd Mondays)

Saturday, November 26th, 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM. South East Classics Harborside Show, 129 Sound-
ings Ave., Jupiter, FL 33477. Note time change: Roll in at 1:00 PM. $10 entry fee. Trophies
(Participants and Spectators choice). Open to all years, makes and models. Nice restaurants. Con-
tact is MaryAnn at: maarnone@aol.com (4th Saturdays)

Sunday, November 27th, 8:30 AM to 10:30 AM. Valencia Car Car Club Cars and Coffee. Approxi-
mate address for your GPS/Phone is 662 SE Becker Road, Port St Lucie, FL 34984. Informal car
enthusiast gathering located in the parking lot between Dunkin Donuts and Bonefish Mac Grill. Wel-
coming all cruisers, not just the club. Point of contact is Jaime Stern, 516-849-8696 (2nd & 4th Sun-
days)

Don't forget to check out Jim Serra's "Treasure Coast Automobile Enthusiasts" Facebook page to
get the latest on local shows. Members can post photos taken at recent car shows as well as adver-
tise "For Sale" or "Wanted" cars and parts. 320+ members to date.

More websites for you to check out: https://nonamecarclub.shutterfly.com/calendar and http://
www.southeastclassics.org

All the best, BC3 (Bob Crow llI)


mailto:HollyNothol@yahoo.com
mailto:nonamecarclub@outlook.com
mailto:marketing@renntechmercedes.com
mailto:jimserra117@yahoo.com
mailto:maarnone@aol.com
https://nonamecarclub.shutterfly.com/calendar
http://www.southeastclassics.org/
http://www.southeastclassics.org/
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mMember Stories

TCVCC General Meeting

October 23, 2022
by Barbara McCalister & Ron Ingles

Our October meeting started out with some time issues and a stolen street sign. But
in the end we all made it safely to Aquaco \
fish farm in one piece.

The owner of Aquaco, Joe Cardenas, start- g
ed out in the corporate world of banking.
He traded his suit and tie for a tee shirt,
shorts and ball cap to make himself one
happy guy. When Joe speaks you can see
and feel the passion he has for his Pompa-
no as his smile widens and his eyes light
up as he speaks about his fish. Joe still has
his original breeding pairs who were caught in the Indian River at the back of his prop-
erty.

w/., ~And of course everyone enjoyed his cats
o that he adopted from the humane society
5 to stop the mice that were eating the food

enjoy a special treat when thé occasional
fish happens to flop out of his tank.

And finally...the infamous words that we always hear in our meetings...”it’s in the
newsletter” or in this case... “it's on the internet”! So visit Joe at Aquaco.com and read
his story. Or better yet, visit Aquaco Farms and buy some fresh fish. If Joe’s around,
I’m sure he’s always ready to talk fish!

Sea you on the road!

Here are a few pictures to get you started. To see more pictures taken by Andre’, click HERE.



https://www.flickr.com/photos/135383894@N05/albums/72177720303119869
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mMember Stories

HOT AUGUST NIGHTS

by Dave Brown

Last time | discussed the origin of the Naples Depot Tour. Like Naples, Hot August Nights started
as a tour to a car show. Amy and | started this tour in 1996, 5 months after the first Naples Depot
Tour. August is HOT, and we knew it. But we decided that it was going to be HOT no matter where
we were, so why not have a fun weekend.

In both 1996 and 1997, we departed Saturday morning and toured to Old Town in Kissimmee for
their big Saturday Night Car Show. A nice leisurely tour over, a pretty drive through old St. Cloud
and Kissimmee, to a huge display of antique cars at Old Town. There was a great steak restaurant
across Route 192 for Saturday supper, then a leisurely return on Sunday morning. The tour was on-
ly a 2 day trip for the first 7 years, but then developed into a 3 day, then a 4 day tour with emphasis
on visiting the interesting sites found on the back roads, similar to the Cracker Tour.

One thing that all tours shared early on, was only old cars participated. No one drove modern cars,
since each tour was an antique car tour. But somewhere along the line, our tours became regarded
as a weekend vacation, rather than an antique car event. | have heard the arguments, like “we are
getting older and it is harder to handle the heat”, or “the antique cars can be finicky”, or “my antique
car is not reliable”.. But the fact is, although we are all getting older, that didn’t stop the previous
older people from driving their antique cars. We all endured the heat and we fixed our cars if they
broke. Or better yet, we keep our cars up to snuff so reliability wasn’t an issue. But sometimes, in
spite of our best efforts, we have a breakdown. Many of us have had breakdowns, but that’s why
we have AAA.

The 2002 Hot August Nights Tour debuted a new twist when we added the “I| DON'T CARE” to the
title. | don'’t care if it's hot! | don’t care if your lunch is taking too long. | don’t care if your bed was
lumpy! | am just going to kick back, relax, and deal with whatever comes my way and keep a smile
on my face. And you should do the same. Well, to say that caught on is an understatement. Pretty
soon that refrain was heard repeatedly. Everyone was relaxing and taking everything in stride.
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mMember Stories
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Through the years, in addition to Old Town, we have visited the Kennedy Space center, Orlando,
Deland, Ft. Myers, St. Petersburg, Mt. Dora, Silver Springs, Gainesville, Clearwater, Daytona
Beach, Dade City and Tampa, just to name a few. Will Hot August start up again in the future? On-
y time will tell.
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